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DEAN TUCKER'S PAMPHLET. 

"A LETTEE FROM A MERCHANT IN LONDON TO HIS NEPHEW IN 
NORTH AMERICA," 1766. 

(Concluded from page 90.) 

Now, my good Friend, I will not stay to dispute with 
you the Calculations, on which your Orators, Philosophers, 
and Politicians have, for some years past, grounded these 
extravagant Conceits; (though I think 1 the Calculations 
themselves hoth false, and absurd;) but I will only say, that 
while we have the Power, we may command your Obe- 
dience, if we please : — And that it will be Time enough 
for you to propose the making us a Province to America, 
when you shall find yourselves able to execute the Project. 

In the mean time, the great Question is, What Course 
are we to take ? And what are we to do with you ; before 
you become this great and formidable People ? — Plain and 
evident it is by the whole Tenor of your Conduct, that you 
endeavour, with all your might, to drive us to Extremities. 
For no kind of Outrage, or Insult is omitted on your Part, 
that can irritate Individuals, or provoke a Government to 
chastise the Insolence, not to say, the Rebellion of its Sub- 
jects; 2 and you do not seem at all disposed to leave Room 
for an Accomodation. In short, the Sword is the only 
Choice, which you will permit us to make ; — unless we will 
chuse to give you entirely up, and subscribe a Recantation. 
Upon those Terms indeed, you will deign to acknowledge 
the Power and Authority of a British Parliament : — That 

1 Your Thought, M r Dean, avails little against Fact. [B. F.] 

2 On the Contrary, It is you English that endeavour by every kind of 
Outrage & Insult to drive us to Extremities. Witness your Troops 
quarter'd upon us, Your Dissolution of our Assemblies, &c. &c. &c. 
[B. P.] 
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is, you will allow, that we have a Right and a Power to 
give you Bounties, and to pay your Expences ; 1 — but no 
other. A strange Kind of Allegiance this ! And the first 
that has ever yet appeared in the History of Mankind ! 

However, this being the Case, shall we now compel you, 
by Force of Arms, to do your Duty ? — Shall we procrasti- 
nate your Compulsion ? — Or shall we entirely give you up ; 
and have no other Connections with you, than if you had 
been so many Sovereign States, or Independent Kingdoms ? 
One or other of these three will probably be resolved upon. 
And if it should be the first, I do not think, that we have 
any Cause to fear the Event, or to doubt of Success. 

For though your Populace may rob and plunder the 
naked and defenceless ; this will not do the Business, when 
a regular Force is brought against them. And a British 
Army, which performed so many brave Actions in Ger- 
many; will hardly fly before an American Mob; not to 
mention, that our Officers and Soldiers, who passed several 
Campaigns with your Provincials in America, 2 saw nothing 
either in their Conduct, or their Courage, which could in- 
spire them with a Dread of seeing the Provincials a second 
time. — Neither should we have the least Cause to suspect 
the Fidelity of our Troops, any more than their Bravery — 
notwithstanding the base Insinuations of some of your 
Friends here ; (if indeed such Persons deserve to be called 
your Friends, who are in reality your greatest Foes, and 
whom you will find to be so at the last ;) notwithstanding, 
I say, their Insinuations of the Feasibility of corrupting his 
Majesty's Forces, when sent over, by Means of large Bribes, 
or double Pay. 3 This is a Surmise, as weak as it is wicked : 
For the Honour of the British Soldiery, let me' tell you, is 
not so easily corrupted. The French in Europe never found 
it so, with all their Gold, or all their Skill for Intrigue, and 
insinuating Address. What then, in the Name of "Wonder, 

1 We desire neither. [B. F.] 

2 And who did little or nothing without 'em. [B. F.] 

3 A ridiculous Imagination of the Author's own Head I [B. F.] 
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have you to tempt them with in America, which is thus to 
overcome, at once, all their former sense of Duty, all the 
Tyes of Conscience, Loyalty and Honour? — Besides, my 
Friend, if you really are so rich, as to be able to give double 
Pay, to our Troops, in a wrong Cause ; do not grudge, let 
me beseech you, to give one third of single Pay, (for we ask 
no more) in a right one : — And let it not be said, that you 
complain of Poverty, and plead an Inability to pay your 
just Debts, at the very Instant that you boast of the scan- 
dalous Use, which you intend to make of your Riches. 1 

But notwithstanding all this, I am not for having Recourse 
to Military Operations. For granting, that we shall be vic- 
torious ; still it is proper to enquire, before we begin, How 
are we to be benefited by our Victories ? And what Fruits 
are to result from making you a conquered People ? — Not 
an Increase of Trade : that is impossible : For a Shop-keeper 
will never get the more Custom by beating his Customers : 
And what is true of a Shop-keeper, is true of a Shop-keep- 
ing Nation. We may indeed vex and plague you, by sta- 
tioning a great Number of Ships to cruize along your Coasts ; 
and we may appoint an Army of Custom-house Oflicers to 
patrolle (after a Manner) two thousand Miles by Land. But 
while we are doing these Things against you, what shall we 
be doing for ourselves ? Not much, I am afraid : For we 
shall only make you the more ingenious, the more intent, 
and the more inventive to deceive us. "We shall sharpen 
your "Wits, which are pretty sharp already, to elude our 
Searches, and to bribe and corrupt our Oflicers. And after 
that is done, we may perhaps oblige you to buy the Value 
of twenty, or thirty thousand Pounds of British Manufac- 
tures, more than you would otherwise have done; — at the 
Expence of two, or three hundred thousand Pounds Loss 
to Great Britain, spent in Salaries, Wages, Ships, Forts, and 
other incidental Charges. Is this now a gainful Trade, and 
fit to be encouraged in a commercial Nation, so many Mil- 
lions in Debt already ? And yet this is the best, which we 

1 A silly Lie ! No such Boast was ever made. [B. F.] 
VOL. XXVI. — 17 
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can expect by forcing you to trade with us, against your 
Wills, and against your Interests. 1 

Therefore such a Measure as this being evidently detri- 
mental to the Mother Country ; I will now consider the 
Second Proposal, viz. to procrastinate your Compulsion. — 
But what good can that do ? and wherein will this Expe- 
dient mend the Matter ? For if Recourse is to be had at 
last to the military Power ; we had better begin with it at 
first; — it being evident to the whole "World, that all Delays 
on our side will only strengthen the Opposition on yours, 
and be interpreted by you as a Mark of Pear, and not as an 
Instance of Lenity. — You swell with too much vain Im- 
portance, and Self Sufficiency already ; and therefore, should 
we betray any Token of Submission; or should we yield 
to these your ill-humoured and petulant Desires ; this would 
only serve to confirm you in your present Notions ; viz. that 
you have nothing more to do, than to demand with the 
Form of Authority, and to insist with Threatenings, and 
Defiance, in order to bring us upon our Knees, and to com- 
ply with every unreasonable Injunction, which you shall be 
pleased to lay upon us. So that at last, when the Time 
shall come of appealing to the Sword, and of deciding our 
Differences by dint of Arms, the Consequence of this Pro- 
crastination will be, that the Struggle will become so much 
the more obstinate, and the Determination the more bloody. 
Nay, the Merchants themselves, whose Case is truly pitiable 
for having confided so much to your Honour, and for 
having trusted you with so many hundred thousand Pounds, 
or perhaps with some Millions of Property, and for Avhose 
Benefit alone such a Suspension of the Stamp Act could be 
proposed; they will find to their Costs, that every Indul- 
gence of this Nature will only furnish another Pretence 
to you for the Suspending of the Payment of their just 
Demands. 2 In short, you declare, that the Parliament hath 

1 Here appears some Sense. [B. F.] 

9 Infamous Scandal, without the least Foundation. The Merchants 
never receiv'd better Paym' of the Debts, than during the Suspension 
of the Trade. [B. F.] 
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no Right to tax you ; and therefore you demand a Renun- 
ciation of the Right, by repealing the Act. This being the 
Case, nothing less than a Repeal can be satisfactory ; because 
nothing else can amount to a Confession, that the Parlia- 
ment has acted illegally and usurpingly in this Affair. A 
bare Suspension is no Acknowledgment of Guilt; nay it 
supposes quite the contrary ; and only postpones the Exer- 
cise of this usurped Power to a more convenient Season. 
Consequently if you think you could justify the Non-pay- 
ment of your Debts, till a Repeal took place; you certainly 
can justify the Suspension of the Payment during the Sus- 
pension of the Act. 1 So that after all, the Question must 
come to this at last, viz. Shall we repeal the Act, and Main- 
tain you as we have hitherto done ? 2 or shall we give you 
intirely up, unless you will submit to be governed by the 
same Laws as we are, and pay something towards maintain- 
ing yourselves ? 3 

The first, it is certain we cannot do; and therefore the 
next Point to be considered is (which is also the third Pro- 
posal) Whether we are to give you entirely up ? — and after 
having obliged you to pap your Debts,* whether we are to have 
no farther Connection with you, as a dependent State, or 
Colony. 

1 Never any Such Justification was offered by any American what- 
ever, that I can hear of. [B. F.] 

2 Never I [B. F.] 

* The Impudence of this Language to Colonies who have ever main- 
tained themselves is astonishing ! Except the late attempted Colonies of 
N. Scotia & Georgia, No Colony ever received Maintenance in any 
Shape from Britain : And the Grants to those Colonies were mere Jobbs 
for the Benefit of ministerial Favourites : English or /Scotchmen. [B. F.] 

4 Throughout all America, English Debts are more easily recovered 
than in England, the Process being shorter and less expensive, & Lands 
subject to Execution for the Payment of Debts. Evidence taken ex parte 
in England to prove a Debt is allowed in their Courts ; and during the 
whole Dispute there was not one single Instance, of an English Mer- 
chant's meeting with the least Obstruction in any Process or Suit 
commenced there for that purpose. I defy this lying Priest to mention 
one. [B. F.] 
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Now in order to judge properly of this Affair, we must 
give a Delineation of two Political Parties contending with 
each other, and struggling for Superiority : — And then we 
must consider, which of these two, in the Nature of 
Things, must be first tired of the Contest, and obliged to 
submit. 

Behold therefore a Political Portrait of the Mother Coun- 
try; — a mighty Nation under one Government of a King 
and Parliament, — firmly resolved not to repeal the Act, but 
to give it time to execute itself, 1 — steady and temperate 
in the Use of Power, — not having Recourse to sanguinary 
Methods, — but enforcing the Law by making the Disobe- 
dient feel the Want of it, — determined to protect and 
cherish those Colonies, which will return to their Allegiance 
within a limited Time (suppose Twelve or Eighteen Months) 
— and as determined to compel the obstinate Eevolters to 
pay their Debts, — then to cast them off, and to exclude them 
for ever from the manifold Advantages and Profits of Trade, 
which they now enjoy by no other Title, but that of being 
a Part of the British Empire. Thus stands the Case ; and 
this is the View of Things on one side. 2 

Observe again a Prospect on the other ; viz. a Variety ot 
little Colonies under a Variety of petty Governments, — 
Rivals to, and jealous of each other, — never able to agree 
about any thing before, — and only now united by an En- 
thusiastic Fit of false Patriotism ; — a Fit which necessarily 
cools in Time, — and cools still the faster in proportion, as 
the Object which first excited it is removed, or changed. 
So much as to the general Outlines of your American 
Features ; — but let us now take a nearer View of the Evils, 
which by your own mad Conduct you are bringing so 
speedily upon yourselves. 

Externally, by being severed from the British Empire, 

1 It did indeed execute itself. It was Felo de se before the Parliament 
repeal'dit. [B. F.] 

2 This was the Dean's wise Proposal. He at least, thought it wise. 
The Parlia' thought otherwise. [B. F.] 
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you will be excluded from cutting Logwood in the Bays of 
Campeachy and Honduras, — from fishing on the Banks ot 
Newfoundland, on the Coasts of Labrador, or in the Bay of 
St. Laurence, — from trading (except by Stealth) with the 
Sugar Islands, or with the British Colonies in any Part of 
the Globe. You will also lose all the Bounties upon the 
Importation of your Goods into Great Britain : you will not 
dare to seduce a single Manufacturer or Mechanic from us 
under pain of Death ; because you will then be considered 
in the Eye of the Law as mere Foreigners, against whom 
these Laws were made. — You will lose the Remittance of 
300,000 1. a year to pay your Troops ; J and you will lose the 
Benefit of these Troops to protect you against the In- 
cursions of the much injured and exasperated Savages; 2 
moreover, in case of Difference with other Powers, you will 
have none to complain to, none to assist you : For assure 
yourself, that Holland, France, and Spain, will look upon 
you with an evil Eye; and will be particularly on their 
Guard against you, lest such an Example should infect their 
own Colonies : not to mention that the two latter will not 
care to have such a Nest of professed Smugglers so very 
near them. 3 And after all, and in spite of any thing you 
can do, we in Britain shall still retain the greatest Part of 

1 We have no Use for Logwood but to remit it for your Fineries. — 
We join'd in conquering the Bay of St. L. & its Dependencies, won't 
you allow us some Share. — The Sugar Islands, if you wont allow us to 
trade with them, perhaps you will allow them to trade with us ; or do 
you intend to starve them ? — Pray keep your Bounties, and let us hear 
no more of them. — And your Troops who never protected us against the 
Savages, nor are they fit for such Service. And the 300,000 £ which 
you seem to think so much clear Profit to us, when in fact, they never 
spend a Penny among us but they have for it from us a Penny's worth. 
— The Manufactures they buy are brought from you, the Provisions 
we could, as we always did, sell elsewhere for as much Money. 
[B. F.] 

2 You know your clear' d Road would do that. [B. F.] 

3 Holland, Fr. & Spain, would all be glad of our Custom. And 
pleas' d to see the Separation. [B. F.] 
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your European Trade ; because we shall give a better Price 
for many of your Commodities than you can have any 
where else : and we shall sell to you several of our Manu- 
factures, especially in the "Woollen, Stuff, and Metal Way, 
on cheaper Terms. 1 In short, you will do then, what you 
only do now ; that is, you will trade with us, as far as your 
Interest will lead you ; — and no farther. 

Take now a Picture of your internal State. When the 
great Power, which combined the scattered Provinces to- 
gether, and formed them into one Empire, is once thrown 
off; and when there will be no common Head to govern 
and protect; all your ill Humours will break forth like a 
Torrent: Colony will enter into Bickerings and Disputes 
against Colony; Faction will intrigue and cabal against 
Faction; and Anarchy and Confusion will every where 
prevail. The Leaders of your Parties will then be setting 
all their Engines to work, to make Fools become the Dupes 
of Knaves, 2 — to bring to Maturity their half-formed Schemes 
and lurking Designs, and to give a Scope to that towering 
Ambition, which was checked and restrained before. In 
the mean time, the Mass of your People, who expected, and 
who were promised Mountains of Treasures upon throwing 
off, what was called, the Yoke of the Mother Country, will 
meet with nothing but sore Disappointments : Disappoint- 
ments indeed ! For instead of an imaginary Yoke, they 
will be obliged to wear a real, an heavy, and a galling one : 
— instead of being freed from the Payment of 100,000 1. 
(which is the utmost that is now expected from them) they 
will find themselves loaded with Taxes to the Amount of at 
least 400,000 1. instead of an Increase of Trade, they will 
feel a palpable Decrease : and instead of having Troops to 
defend them, 3 and those Troops paid by Great Britain, they 

1 Oho ! Then you will still trade with us ! but can that be without 
our Trading with you ? And how can you buy our Oil if we catch no 
Whales? [B. F.] 

2 Just as they do in England. [B. F.] 

3 To oppress, insult & murder them, as at Boston ! [B. F.] 
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must defend themselves, and pay themselves. Nay, the 
Number of the Troops to be paid, will be more than 
doubled: for some must be stationed in the back Settle- 
ments to protect them against the Indians, and others on 
each Frontier to prevent the Encroachments of each Sister 
Colony. — Not to mention, that the Expences of your Civil 
Governments will be necessarily increased ; and that a Fleet, 
more or less, must belong to each Province for guarding 
their Coasts, ensuring the Payment of Duties, and the 
like. 1 

Under these Pressures and Calamities, your deluded Coun- 
trymen will certainly open their Eyes at last. For Disap- 
pointments and Distresses will eifectuate that Cure, which 
Reason and Argument, Lenity and Moderation could not 
perform. In short, having been severely scourged and dis- 
ciplined by their own Rod, they will curse their ambitious 
Leaders, and detest those Mock-patriots, who involved them 
in so many Miseries. And having been surfeited with the 
bitter Fruits of American Republicanism, they will heartily 
wish, and petition to be again united to the Mother Coun- 
try. Then they will experience the Difference between a 
rational Plan of Constitutional Dependence, and the wild, 
romantic and destructive Schemes of popular Independ- 
ence. 

And you, my Boy, after you have played the Hero, and 
spoke all your fine Speeches ; — after you have been a Gus- 
tavus Vasa, and every other brave Deliverer of his Coun- 
try ; — after you have formed a thousand Utopian Schemes, 
and been a thousand times disappointed; — perhaps even 
you may awake out of your present political Trance, and 
become a reasonable Man at last. And assure yourself, 

1 These Evils are all imaginations of the Author. The same were 
predicted to the Netherlands, but have never yet happened. But sup- 
pose all of them together, & many more, it would be better to bear 
them than submit to Parliamentary Taxation : We might still have 
something we could call our own : But under the Power claim'd by 
Parliam* we have not a single Sixpence. [B. F.] 
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that whenever you can be cured ot your present Delirium, 
and shall betray no Symptoms of a Eelapse, you will be 
received with Affection by your old Uncle, your true Friend, 
and faithful Monitor, 

A. B. 

FINIS. 

The Author of this Pamphlet Dean Tucker, has always been 
haunted with the Fear of the Seat of Government being soon to be 
removed to America. He has in his Tract on Commerce some just 
Notions in Matters of Trade & Politics, mix'd with many wild 
chimerical Fancies, totally impracticable. He once proposed a De- 
fence of the Colonies to clear the Woods for the Width of a Mile all 
along behind them, that the Indians might not be able to cross the 
cleared Part without being seen ; forgetting that there is a Night in 
every 24 hours. [B. F.] 



